Child-friendly E.O. Wilson Biophilia Center hosts open house | plantation, friendly, biophilia - A day at Nokuse Plantation - The News Herald 9/14/09 9:27 AM

Subscribe to Paper Online Edition

Yiew'the hottest spots
around town!
CLICK HERE -

Sign Up for Newsletters/Alerts/Mobile

. e, P ovvered b
NEWSHERALD.., = o o e 7

PANAMA CITY

» Buy Stuff » Announcements
‘ Home > News ‘ » Sell Your Stuff » Browse Ads

Traffic

24:34 AM

Print Story | E-Mail Story | Font Size

Check out live traffic on
the Hathaway Bridge.
Click here

A day at Nokuse Plantation //
See photos of the celebration

Comments 2 | Recommend 0
Child-friendly E.O. Wilson Biophilia Center hosts open
house

September 12, 2009 07:17:00 PM a -
Pay Off In A
lots of ways, Fou/

By KIMBERLY WHITE / Florida Freedom Newspapers

FREEPORT — Nature enthusiasts shrugged off the wet enlarge M [ fga u
. . . . e [} oy
weather Saturday and hit the trail adjacent to the E.O. Wilson Robert Cooper / The News Herald ?&rghts - i g
Biophilia Center. M.C. Davis, left and E.O. Wilson, Ph.D. A
exchange gifts at the dedication of the E.O. GULE &
About 7 million of longleaf pines would not form a canopy over ~ ison Biophilia Center on Saturday. The POWER
the trial if not for the efforts of Nok Plantati M.C center is located on Nokuse Plantation which o s
e _r'a It not for the e_o 5_0 okuse Flantation owner M.C. belongs to Davis and his business partner '
Davis and a team of scientists and volunteers who helped Sam Shine. He dedicated the center to Wi

restore the land to its natural state.
{ 3of4

Many of those involved in the restoration efforts — as well as
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Child-friendly E.O. Wilson Biophilia Center hosts open house | plantation, friendly, biophilia - A day at Nokuse Plantation - The News Herald

Witnesses: Pilot parachutes from crashing
plane

Wounded warriors coming to Bay County
PCBPD Police honor fallen K-9 // Watch

video of the service

And out on the trail system "you learn a lot of really cool
things," Katie said

"There’s even a tree where a beaver has chewed off some
bark and there’s a lot of longleaf pines out there," she added.
"When you walk down the trail, you see something new every
time, like a snake, a bird or something like that."
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M.C. Davis co-owns Nokuse Plantation with Sam Shine.
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Although scientists can meet and conduct research there,
Davis said the center is geared toward children.

"The main purpose is to get children to fall in love with nature and develop a little bit of a naturalist in them,
and be able to implement that in the rest of their lives," said Christina Scally.

They will be able to observe animals and plants along the nearly one-mile trail, part of which consists of a
wooden boardwalk that crosses a wetland. Several crayfish traps hang from the posts that children can pull
them up and identify the animals caught before letting them go, Scally said.

At the end of the trail is a screened-in, solar-powered barn where she said students can plug their computers
into outlets and type their notes for the day.

The center also features a 165-seat theater, several classrooms and a lab station, all geared toward
students.

Scally said the center is affiliated with the Chipley-based Panhandle Area Education Consortium, which
represents 17 counties in Northwest Florida. The consortium has is its own television channel and can send
and receive broadcasts to the center.

During a late-afternoon presentation, Dr. Matt Aresco, Nokuse Plantation’s director, showed a slideshow
about the plantation’s activities, goals and achievements.

The plantation, he said, is home to 39 rare species, including reptiles, mammals, birds and insects.
Conservation is of the utmost importance "so we can pass this torch on to the next generation."

"Giving young people the chance to experience and explore nature, we hope, will inspire them to continue
our efforts to protect in the future," he said.
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Reader Comments

From the editor: Many of you have expressed concerns about some of the harsh anonymous comments from
readers. To remedy that, we are introducing new features. You can create your own blog, publish your news and
share your photos with the community. Once you fill out a simple form and leave a verifiable e-mail address, you
can set up your profile page. It will display all of your contributions and allow you to track issues and easily
connect with others.

We want our site to be a place where people discuss and debate ideas that foster stronger communities. We built
this for you. Please take care of it. Tolerate broad thinking, but take action against obscene or hateful material.
Make it a credible and safe place worth preserving and sharing.
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carlmbennett wrote:

Detailed information on the notable E. O. Wilson Biophilia Center and Nokuse Plantation can be found at
http://www.eowilsoncenter.org/. Question: Does anyone know of any firm plans for environmental use development of the
"Conservation Land", located between Burnt Mill Creek and the Gulf Power Power Plant in Bay County, donated by the "St
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