Forum on offshore
oil proposal atiracts
about 250 people to
South Walton High
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SANTA ROSA EﬁACH — Just
"weeks before the Legislature
takes up the issue, supporters and
opponenis had their say Thursday
on a proposal to drill for oil off
Florida’s coast.

The forum spanssred by
the E.0. Wilson Biophilia Cen-
ter at South Walton High Schoot
attracted about 239 people.
While many visiters already had
decided where they stood on drill-
ing, others were looking for more
information. '

“1 want to hear the pros and
cons on this issue,” said Dians
Wilks of Destin. “1 have very deep
concerns about the negative pos-
sibility of drilling on our beaches,
but 1 do want to koow beth sides
of this.”

Eric Hamilton, associale
director of the Florida Peiroleum
Council, spoke id favoer of drilling.
He said it would help the econ-
gray and leave a minimal footprint
because of new technology _

“We can drill for oll in & way
that has a minimal zmpaﬁ"i on the
environment because of new tech-
nology with the oil rigs,” Hamil-
ton said. “What we want {o do in
the industry is improve efficlency
and reduce our footprint, and we
can”

Other speakers wereg more
than a iittle skeptical.

“We need io leave our baaches
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alone,” Eric Draper said to a loud

applause. “This is what our econony is
about. This is a special gift, 1t’s our inheri-
tance. We need to protect it.

Draper, who represented Protect Flor-
ide’s Beaches and the ¥lorida sudubon
Society, said oif drilling will not. ncrease
state revenues, will not lower gaso-
line prices and wﬂi not help the energy
industry,

“The numbers just don't add up,” he
said. “If will cause significant ecological
problems. Is that what we want off the
coast of Florida? Ne,

“They say the pmblem with safety is
solved. No, it’snot,” Draper added, ¥There
iz no such thing as comp}ete safety ... We
just need to say ne way :

Diavid MceLain, senior policy dmador
of Apalachicola vaerkeepers said he
iocked after oll rigs and cleaned up the
messes they left when he worked for the
military,

He referred to “sacrificial beaches”
where oil is allowed to make landfall when
crews can't completely clean spilis from
the water.

“My theory is: Doni make Florida a
sacrificial beach,” Meclain said. “Oil spitl
cleanup is misleading; I've still got ol
under my fingernails. You can never clean
itallup”

Visitors had mumerous questions. They
asked aboul allernative energy sources,
the amount of oil spilted on average, what
cars the speakers drove and what hap-
pens when the drilling ends.

“I'm not necessarily against 1t,” said
Mati Greene of Bruce. “T'm mainly
here io listen io both sides of the
argument. 1t’s good that we are weli-
informed on the place we live”




