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BOR WALKER was an enthusiastic guide for the hikers, (Photo by Dotty Nist)

Educators view biophilia

center progress

By DOTTY NIST

Local education profes
sionals recently got an op-
date and sneak preview of
the E.0. Wilson Biophilia
Center and its surround.
IO,

Slated [or a grand open-
ing on Sept. 12, the center
will serve a8 an environ-
mental education facility for
tenchors, the community
professional audwences, and
espocially for students. The
center is pow upder con-
struction on the 48, 000-ners
MNokuse Plantation, a pri-
vately-owned conservation
are

On March 31, ML.C. Da-
owner of Nokuse Plan-
tation, welcomed the group,
copsisting of Walton County
school proncipals, eounty
schoal district stafl mem-
bers, representatives of the
Pandhandls ,-";;rrq Erh:-.:q-
tional Consortium’ (PAEC),
and other guests,

Attendess got 4 look ad
buildings under construc-
tion for the nature center,
along with clessrdoms thit
will hotiss interpretative ex-
hibits about wildlife, insects,
plants, and other aspects of
loeal native communities,

The trail system of
MNokuse Plantation m to
porve as & bving classroom
for teachers and students,
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The group was iovited to
particpate in'a 9-mile hike
from the biophilin center,
through .a vanety of natu-
ral communitiss and finally
ta n body of water known a
Walker Branch. Biophilia
center director Christy Scal-
¥ and scientist Bob Walker
served as host and guide to
the hikers

Sights along the trail
ranged from turkey caks to
turkey wing fungus. Hikers
snw a large family of pewly-
hatched grasshoppers, a
number of logperhead musk
turtles, and were treated to
the beauty of Anxming aza-
leas and Florida anise trees
in bloom.

"It's meally so beautiful,
it's natural, it's an opportu-
nity o be a part of the natu-
ral Walton County environ-
ment,” enthused Emerald
Coast Middle School Prinei-
!,';-ut [\'rﬂﬂ Smith

Andy Howard, a coordi-
nator for the Walton County
School District Office, called
the facility, “an incredible
rescurce for the kids to be
able to explore their Walton
County hometown environ-
ment.”

Information on the E.D.
Wilson Biophilin Center is
nvailably on the Web site,
www, eowilsoncenter.org.
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CHRISTY SCALLY, biophilia center director, points oul
something of inleres! (o the educators. (Photlo by Diotty Nistf)
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SCIENTIST BOB WALKER speaks with the group during their hike clong one of Nokuse

Plantation's nature trails. (Photo by Dotty Nist)

THIS FLORIDA ANISE tree in bloom was viewed by the
group on their hike. (Photo by Dotty Nist)

AN EXAMPLE of the flaming asalea planis in bloom
along the trail on Nokuse Plantation. (Pholo eourtesy of
Panhandle Area Educational Consortium)
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_ '{HE_EDUC{ i_"‘El'HS walk toward buildings under construction for the E.C. Wilson Bio-

THIS LOGGERHEAD MUSK turtle is one of the inhabii-
ants of Walker Branch on Nokuse Planiation. (Photo cour-
texy of Panhandle Area Edurational Consortium)

BORB WALKER POINTS OUT some turkey wing fungus
on a fallen log as Gail Wilson takes note. (Photo by Dotty
Nuat)



