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Blophllll cen’rer offers ;é;ree tours ui grund openmg,

Center openiis - S ytornds

for visttors Friday -and the" community* that
d1d not exzst before :

.through Sunday Nostlod on . Nokuse

b Plantatlon one of the
most. biodiverse: areas ‘in.
the contiriental U.S,; the
‘hands-on learning, center"
-will be open to the public-:
‘during . select. days “and

There i good ews -
for everyone who.: has’
been * waiting - -for . the
opportunity to vigit-the -
E.0. Wilgon - Bmphlhaf
Center.. Through. an*in-
novative, pubhc-pm
.‘partnershlp hetv
;the Walton County To
‘ist: Developmeiit: C
Leil and M.C: Davis;. the
:E 0 Wﬂsen llophlha.

times throughout the year
.begmnmg Juned.: -
¢ “We see this as

dévelop seotourism offer-
Cingsfor v1s.1tors"t0’Wa1ton
r'V'Counl;y,”' said : €
sfoner: - Scott Brannon

_'ment Councﬂ »

"~ hatice the visitor experi-

" ence” and- offer ‘moie he-

yond-the beaeh activities
~as well as the  county’s

. leng-term goal to support.-

-and encourage; conserva-
- fion, and preserv ation.”

goad: ‘grand opemng will be the
- opportumty -to . further
“erice” the biophilia cen
free of charge. .
© - “Wé ericourage every
-ohe in'the tourism’ induis:
‘try o come: out ‘and sée

chairnan of the: Walton_'
-“County Totrist” Develop .
?hlS op-

1o the grand openmg cel-:

ebratmn from 9 a.m: to 3

.y June 3, Activities will
. take place thmughout the
“day, 1ncludmg toiirs of the
‘centéy, -interpretive pro-
_grams by Turtfe: Bob and

more, A batbecue lunch
plate . (chicken or pork)

_those ‘who, wish to take;
_thelr Iunch hour: ‘and - ex-
;' perience'the center, The

last opportumty to exp

thig ‘great - new -asset for

visitors . to “the - region,”
rith. said Dawn. Moliterno, X
n- . ecutiver director .of the
TDC. “This one- -of-a-kind .
-faclhty offers a fun, entér-

taitiing “and educational
experience ‘for’ families
to reconnect. w1th aach
otlier 45 well as the world

) ;around us,”
©Thé - tourism’ industry: -
and comminity is invited

“The educational faelllty

_wh:ch has earned LEED‘

will be.affered for. $5 for

.certlﬁcatmn because of
its ~envirohmentally “de-

slgn, traditionally has.only

* served’students, teachers

and professmnal ‘audienc-
gs.. The. center is restled

Jin‘the. Lougleaf Pine eo- 3
system,  which: is" consid-" "
‘éred one of the most bio-

diverse areas in. the -¢on-

tinental ©.8. As such, this -
_;Speclal location promoteés -
.and expands eco-tourism

' PPUrtumtles to' visitars

anal miarkets. Thetefore,

‘thirotigh: & finaneial - com-

meht from the  TDC
at‘lwﬂl offset costs of in-
reasing Uperatmg tunes

From June 1 through

Aug 31, the center'will be
open 'to the’ pubhc from g
g% . to EX

p.m. Fmdays,‘
am: {02 p.m. Saturdays;

. and 1 to'5 p,m. Sundays:

“In_dddition, during. the

‘shoulder ‘sedason, Sepk. 17
through May 31 the cen-

i national and intérna-,

cility; is open to the\
-publi¢’ during select days
and’times throughout the.-
-]year :

ter w111be open to the pub~ 3
ie from. 10 a;m. to 8 puh,

Saturdays, ..

-Admission will be $5 for-
adults, $2 for children ages |
612, and free for chﬂdren .
5 and under. - '
Itis through the vision-

. arywork and contributions
.of Walton Cousity conser-
vatmnlst and resident M.C..
Davis that this 49, Oon—acre »
tract of congervation land -
named Nokuse'Plantation ~ -
‘may be- experienced by

visitors, enhancing ‘their |

-appreciation - for umque

bwdlversity found m Wal- . :‘

-:ton Countfy. "

- Eachweekend, the cen—‘ '

ter will focus on a differ- )

ent theme, featurmg spe— :

7c1alized programs’ “sueh .
" a8 birds of prey, remnants

of a forest cand "gophier

-tortmses, among others,
Trails will bé cloged to. the :
"tpubhc, with the exeeption .
“of spécial schedule tours, . °
“which wjll be featured on -

the E.O. Wilson Blophlha‘_
“Center -website,. www -

'eowilsoneenter org




